Definition of a Trauma Patient:
ARRT Definition
A trauma is considered a serious injury or shock to the body.  Modifications may include variations in positioning, minimal movement of the body part, etc.

In order for an exam to be considered for a “Trauma Goal” the patient must be radiographed in the emergency room or corresponding x-ray room.  This patient must not  be able to cooperate in the usual fashion, ie:  patient may not be able to walk or the affected body part is so severely injured that you must radiograph the patient in an unusual fashion using critical thinking skills.  

Patients that can be radiographed in a routine way are not trauma patients.

Purpose:

The purpose of gaining experience with trauma situations is to allow the student to apply critical thinking skills and to experience unusual situations or events in order to obtain the radiograph.  

Definition of a Pediatric Patient:

Although all patients under the age of 18 are considered pediatric patients, those under the age of six are the target patients for this type of goal.  Exams done on patients over six are not considered eligible to obtain this type of goal.
Purpose:

These patients are much more challenging and do not always understand direction or cooperate with the student.  Critical thinking skills are needed to obtain even routine radiographs on this age group.  Many types of restraints and assistance may be needed from other allied health personnel or parents of the patient to complete the examination.
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